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MEMORANDUM i S

THE WHITE HOUSE

‘WASHINGTON

 May 28, 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR: BILL TIMMONS
FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT /@ :

SUBJECT: Representative Minshall Corr‘espondence‘

At Tab A is a'suggested reply.to a letter from a constituent of
Congressman Minshall of Ohio which raised questions concerning
Dr. Kissinger's remarks about a peaceful Communist takeover in
South Vietham and about U.S. aid to North V:Letnam ('I‘ ab B).

Thls reply puts Dr. Kissinger's comments in Dersnectwe and
assures Congressman Minshall that any future aid to North Vietnam
would be designed to encourage a peaceful evolution in Southeast
Agia and would depend on North Vietnam's willingness to implement
the Vietnam Agreement.. ' ‘ -

We greatiy regret the lateness of this réf:ly.’

No Objection To Deoléss_ification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-34-4-13-5




No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-34-4-13-5

 SUCGESTED REPLY

Dear Bill:

I-am replying further to your note of March 8 _.f_c;rwarding a letter
from .your constituent, Mr. Norman R. Patrick, concer_ning remérks
attributed to Dr, Kissinger about South Vietnam's future and con;:er‘ning
' the question of U. S. aicll- to North Vietnam. |

I believe that to put'int; p‘r'op(‘e‘r p‘ez"spectiv.e the Wall 'Stréet Journal
item cited by your constituent, it should be understood that what we are
‘hoping to achieve with the North Vietnamese == as Dr. Kis singe? said ==
is ""to get a commitment from them, not on paper, ‘but in terms of ;:heir
action, to a peaceful.-ev.'olﬁt_ion in Indochina, a;pd that ‘is. pi'ecarid'usly
poised right now." o PN
| This ;tatemeﬁt is consistent also with }:he £erms of the Vietna;rn
Agreement signed‘én January 27, 1973 which pledgés the signatories

to cease military actions, to work for the peaceful evolutionary develop-

ment and to ensure the self~determination of the peopie of South Vietnam.,
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We, of course, will continue to assist South Vietnam in its
own efforts of self-determination and J;,nsist on full compliance
with all provisiqn?, of the Vietnam peace agreement. We remain
deeply interested in the future of Indochina but believe that the
Agreement -~ if respected by all parties -~ provides a structure
whereby the people of the area can themselves peacefully resolve
their differences and assure a lasting peace.

The Accords include provisions for the cessation of hostilities
and of infiltration in South Vietnam, -‘eh-eﬂwﬁhd—r-aw&ke-i—aﬂ_iarm.gn
forces-in-SeuthVdetnam and the est;,'blishrﬁent of a National Council
of Reconciliation and Concord in South Vietnam to develop the mod,a.lities
of new national elections there. The U.S, will insist that these pro-,
visions as well as those concerning the return of all prisoners of war
and a full ;a.ccounting for our missing be c'arried ogj: scrupulously by
all parties.

Concerning the issue of future U, S. economi:: assistance to North
Vietnam, the Administration has clearly indicated that such assistance
will depend on North Vietnam's willingness to implemept the Vietnam
Agreement; moreover, it would be conducted within the la.rge‘r frame-
work of assistance to the four Indochinese states including South Vietnam,

Cambodia and Laos as well as North Vietnam. We will also seek to relate

U. S. assistance to Indochina to contributions of other nations.
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We believe that a program of international reconstruction and

development conducted under proper safeguards to assure that the

aid is used for its intended purposes, will give the peoples of Indochina

a stake in the peace and an incentive for maintaining it and for moving

toward a more peaceful evolution in Indochina. Whatever programs

may ultimately be proposed, these will, of course, require the par-

ticipation and approval of Congress, and the Administration intends to

engage in full consultations with the Congress before any final programs

-

are formulated.

We believe that the scrupulous implementation of the Agreement
and the developmeht of a framework Hr peaceful evolution in Indochina
provide the best hope for the peoples of that troubled region and are in

the natio_nal interest of the United States.

. Sincerely, _
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EIRC NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

Lo ~ ACTION

May 21, 1973

4 ’ MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL SCOWCROFT

' FROM: . ALVIN P. ADANS
SUBJECT: . T R.ep*rESentative Minshall Correspondence

Bill Timmons has asked us to prepare a draft reply to a letter from

a constituent of Congressman Minshall of Ohio.. The constituent

raised questions concerning Dr. Kissinger's remarks about a peaceful
Communist takeover in South Vietnam and about U. S.’*a:.d to North
Vietnam (Tab B).

We have prepared a draft response for Mr. Timmons' transmittal
putting Dr. Kissinger's comments into persPective and assuring the
Congressman and his constituent that the peace 'accords and any future
; aid to North Vietnam are designed to ensure the right of self~deter-

" \ . mination and to encourage a peaceful evolutﬁon in Southeast Asia (Tab A).

-

R N L Ea

I greatly regret the lateness of this reply but the préss of hxgher-
priority business and the reduction of our staff have kept us from
promptly handling our correspondence,

Gl ey v vt ek T

RECOMMENDATION:

That you sign the memorandum to Mr. Tlmmons at Tab I transmitting
the proposed draft response to Congressman Mmshall at Tab A.

John L.ehman concurs.
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SUGGESTED REPLY

Dear Bill:

I am replying further o your note of March 8 forwayding 2 letter from your
constituent, Mr. Norman R. Patrick, concerning repharks attributed to
Dr. Kissinger about South Vietnam's future and oncerning the question of

—— —

U. S, aid to North Vietnam.

-

¢

—

"North Vietn will never relinquish its desire to take over
South Vietnah. This generation is a group of revolutionaries....
The issue i6 will they want to unify Vietham by force, or are
they willigg to rely on an evolutionary process.... Therefore, if
the Nortd Vietnamese are willing to compete peacefully, if they
are wilfing to develop their country, if they are willing to rely on
a polifical process, then we don't object to their objective. And
that fs exactly what we are trying to bring about, to get a com- '
iinent from them, not on paper, but in terms of their action,

TH s statement is consistent also with the terms of the Vietnam Agreement
signéd on January 27, 1973 which pledges the signatories to cease military
dtions, to work for the peaceful evolutionary development and to ensure the

-

self-determination of the peéple of South Vietnam,
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We, of course, will continue to assist South Vigtnam in its
own efforts of seli-determination and insist on fulf compliance
with all provision? of the Vietnam peace agreement. We remain
deeply interested in the future of Indoching/but believe that the

Agreement -- if respected by all partie§ -- provides a structure

whereby the people of the area can temselves peacefully resolve

their differences and assure a lagting peace.

oo

The Accords include profisions for the cessation o-flﬂo.sfilities
and of infiltration in South Vietnam, the withdrawal of all foreign
forces in South Vietnam ghd the establishment of a National Council
of Reconciliation and Cbncord in South Vietnam to develop the modalities
of new national electfons there. The U.S. will insist that these pro-
visions as well as/fthose concerning the return of all prisoners of war
and a full accoupting for our missing be carried out scrupulously by
all parties.

Concgrning the issue of future U.S. economic assistance to North
Vietnam,/ the Administration has clearly indicated that such assistance
will d¢pend on North Vietnam's willingness to implement the Vietnam
Agrfement; moreover, it wou';d be conducted .Within the larger frame-
ork of assistance to the four Indochinese states including South Vietnam,

Cambodia and Laos as well as North Vietnam. We will also seek to relate

U.S. assistance to Indochina to contributions of other nations.

-
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We beheve that a prograrn of mternatmnal recon ruction and
.develapment conducted under proper safeguardé to' ‘ssure that t:he -v
~ aid is used for its intended purposes, will gi-ve; e peoples of Indpchina.
a; stake in the peace 4rd an incefitive for ; ;ntaﬁin;',ng ‘it“énd for moving
toward a more peaceful evolution in In china.‘ Whatever progfamé :
may ult:.mately be proposed, these 111 of. course, requ1re the parw |

ticipation and ‘approval‘ of Congrehs, and the Admmlstration 1ntends to

i engage'in-f_ul.l-consultatio_hg wj h_xt'he .Gq_n_gre_ss befqre any;f;;a_l-p_rograms
are formilated. ‘ | |

We belleve that th scrupulous mpléfnentatlon of the Agreement

a.nd th_e development- £ a ﬁamewoxk br peaceful evolutl,on in Indochma
prbvi_de the best hq e for the peoples of that ,t;z_fqub;led regmn and .ar.e\ in

the national inteykst of the Uni‘-fed_ States.

Sincerely,

- - . . P ]

&
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WILLIAM E. MINSHALL
¥ #p Disverny, Oug COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
SURCOMMITTEES;

DEPARTMLNT OF DEFENSE

!
¥
|
+
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DIPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

; Cangress of the United States
g " Zhouge of Representatives
Waghingtor, DEC, 20515

March 7, 1973
(S Y 'rf*‘nfﬁ'i
il W

s I

Honecrable William E. Timmons
Assistant to the President for

Congressional Relations

1 The White House
- Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Bill: -
Enclosed is a copy of a letter from Mr. Norman R.
Patrick of Fairview Park, Chio, expressing concern
over Mr. Kissinger's interview with NBC as reported
in the "Wall Street Journgl",

Your advice regarding this rr;affer, which | may forward
to Mr. Pairick as basis for reply, would be appreciated.

Thank you. O
/gl‘"cé%x:ﬂ/

William E. Minshall
MGCI

WEM:jhq
Enclosure

-
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4249 ¥ 22440 Ste
Falrview Park, Ohio
Feb. 26 1973 44126

T

The Eonorable Congressman william Be Minshall
224% Rayburnd BlLAg. "y :
WaShingtOn' D. C. 205 15 (

Deel Congressman Minshally ol -

gunday eve. &% 10.30 P.Mo watched and 1istened to the
House aideunro Henry Kissinger veing interviewed on AsBeCs by
NeBeCo'® parbare Walters.
As 1 viewed and 1istened to the intervievw 1, counld hardly
pelieve DY nearinge -

Enclosed is & shor® report L clipped fzonm the Well

syreot Journal as £ollowa.below. -

- .' Oommunisf l {aﬁé-over of all Vietnam
<! wouldn't be opposed by tue U.S. ¥ it resulted
. \from & peaceful and democratic process, ‘White ., 9 .

"\ House alde Henry Kigsinger told NEC's Bar- | . .

| para Walters, In an interviow, ho also said pas- A /) U/
upeace is at hand. stntement—which came 10 j\
weeks early~wasn‘t a bad gucss considering

I. : ﬂ
the war had Jasted 10 years. o '\/ﬂﬁ

North Vietnam was necessary to prescrve ¥
peace there., And he said i pre-electicn\

e . v T —— .

The one and onlyqqestion 1 asked ny gon after pis four year stint
which took him %o Viet Nam via the Air FoTcey why are We in Vied
Nem /end pis answel was}‘?O‘SﬁEM THE ELQW 9?_COMMGN18M:‘N

dooe

& '
)
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